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PRESS RELEASE
EMBARGOED UNTIL 7 NOVEMBER 2025

HAMMED ANIMASHAUN NAMED PATRON OF HALF MOON AS EAST LONDON VENUE ANNOUNCES MAJOR NEW PROGRAMMES

Half Moon is delighted to announce that acclaimed actor Hammed Animashaun has become an official Patron of the organisation. The appointment, announced during the venue's recent celebration marking 35 years of empowering young people in Tower Hamlets through drama, coincided with the launch of two major new initiatives: Moonrise Lab and the Creative Council, scheduled for 2026. 

A former member of Half Moon’s Youth Theatre, Hammed credits the company with playing a vital role in his journey as a performer and in building his confidence and self-esteem as a young person growing up in East London.

Hammed, known for his standout performances in A Midsummer Night’s Dream, ‘Master Harold,’ … and the Boys, Black Ops, Pls Like, and The Wheel of Time, first became involved with Half Moon Theatre at the age of 11 after being encouraged by his drama teacher at Stepney All Saints School. Reflecting on that time, he said:

“Half Moon is where it all began for me. I was incredibly lucky to have a local schoolteacher who saw something in me and encouraged me to give it a try. Joining the Youth Theatre at Half Moon changed my life – it gave me a voice, a space to be myself and, most importantly, it gave me confidence. 

“I started out acting at Half Moon and then ended up ushering and working in the box office – the whole experience was a gateway into the world of theatre. To now return as a Patron is a huge honour. I owe so much to Half Moon, and I will always be grateful for the belief they showed in me.”

Hammed’s appointment as Patron comes at a time when Half Moon continues to deepen its commitment to nurturing young talent and providing access to the arts for children and young people across Tower Hamlets and beyond.

During the recent celebration marking 35 years of being a young people’s theatre, Half Moon's joint CEOs, Louise Allen and Bradley Travis, announced the launch of two exciting new programmes for 2026. The new initiatives include Moonrise Lab, an innovative cross-arts artform development programme for artists underrepresented in the sector, and Half Moon’s Creative Council, which will hand over the ‘keys to the theatre’ to young people from across our programmes, empowering them to help shape the venue’s strategic decisions.

Bradley Travis, Half Moon’s Artistic Director and Joint CEO, said: “Hammed’s journey is a powerful reminder of the power of Half Moon to inspire, support and open doors for the next generation of artists and creatives. This commitment is stronger than ever, which is why we are thrilled to be launching initiatives like the Moonrise Lab and our new Creative Council in 2026. We’re incredibly proud to welcome Hammed as a Patron; his success, warmth and humility will be a great source of inspiration for the young people we work with today.”

Louise Allen, Executive Director and Joint CEO of Half Moon, added: “Hammed embodies everything Half Moon stands for. His story shows the life-changing impact of access to the arts, and as we look ahead to creating new opportunities with the Moonrise Lab and Creative Council, we’re thrilled he’s joining us as a Patron. He’s a wonderful role model and his support will mean so much to our community.”

Hammed joins a growing group of passionate supporters who champion Half Moon’s mission to create inclusive, empowering and imaginative theatre experiences for young people.

ENDS
For further information or to arrange interviews, please contact Stephen Beeny on 020 7709 8907 or stephen@halfmoon.org.uk 
 
Images of Hammed, Bradley, Louise and Half Moon are available at the Dropbox link below.
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/1zfzof3fxqgusgehrbo7h/AKA29KhONbKA8ytdKaQSsyc?rlkey=kke2h6vlig7rvbz77u54zzb0q&st=xmopxyj1&dl=0

NOTES TO EDITORS

ABOUT HAMMED ANIMASHAUN 
Hammed Animashaun is an actor. His work in theatre includes: A Midsummer Night’s Dream - winner of 2020 WhatsOnStage Award for Best Supporting Actor in a Play, winner of 2019 Ian Charleson Award, winner of 2019 Critics' Circle Award for Best Shakespearean Performance (Bridge Theatre); ‘Master Harold,’ … and the Boys - winner of 2019 Clarence Derwent Award for Best Male in a Supporting Role; Barber Shop Chronicles (National Theatre); A Monster Calls (The Old Vic); The Producers (Royal Exchange Theatre); Kiss Me Kate (Barbican); Wolves on Road (Bush Theatre) and Sammy: The Sammy Davis Jr. Musical (workshop). Film includes: The Festival; The Loneliest Boy in the World; Surge; How to Build a Girl and The Ellington Kid. Television includes: Black Ops - BAFTA-nominated for Best Male Comedy Performance and winner of RTS Programme Award for Male Comedy Performance; Ludwig; Breeders; The Wheel of Time; Time Bandits; Black Mirror; Pls Like and Gods of Game. Other credits include: BBC Creator in Residence Programme.

ABOUT HALF MOON
Half Moon is the UK’s leading small-scale young people’s venue and touring company. It is a local organisation with a national remit, committed to supporting artists and young people at every stage of their creative development. Working from our base in East London, we specialise in new writing and artform development, acting as a gateway organisation that provides pathways for progression and experimentation. Our wide-ranging programme reaches around 50,000 annually and engages those who are often excluded from arts activity. Our activity includes a season of professional plays for young audiences, national touring productions and an extensive creative learning programme, including eight youth theatres. 

Half Moon is a National Portfolio Organisation of Arts Council England and receives regular funding from the London Borough of Tower Hamlets. 

Half Moon’s digital archive is available at stagesofhalfmoon.org.uk 

Website: halfmoon.org.uk    
Instagram: halfmoon_theatre
Facebook: halfmoontheatre
image1.jpeg
Half|




