INFANT SCHOOLS' T.I.E. PROJECT : 6 to 7 year olds May - July 1986

These are some of the general points that have come out of my visits to

see groups of teachers. I hope that the points will help us as we begin to
focus onto the project.

Firstly,it is clear that a programme which has as its objective the
questioning of gender stereotyping and/or the received ideas about what ig
expected of girls and boys with regard to their behaviour,interests etc, -
would be very welcome. Teachew were very pleased that the HMYPT was thinking
of such a TIE project for this age group and were very encouraging and
offered to help again, should we want it.

Stereotypical behaviour is setat this age and teachegsaid that they were
constantly trying to create situations which brought girls and boys
together in activities which would help break down such behaviour. But
often the children were resistant. Here are just a few of the areas of
classroom activity which illustrate this:

1. clearing up /cleaning up/tidying away: givls will often volunteer and
always help. Boys seldom volunteer;will help if told. Teachers try to make
this part of the sharedeiwork routine

2. the "home corner" (originally the "wendy house") - if a "house",girls
will use it;boys occasionally. In a wholly Bangladeshi classroom there
would be no "mixed" use; boys and giv+ls would use it on their own.If the
"home corner" was ,say, a castle,boys used it; if a shop,both.

3. book corner: with a traditional carpet area,both, but in one school

where the "book corner" included a "bus", boys went "inside the bus" to
read; girls used the carpet area.
4. "constructing" activities: very male dominated,espectec.lly in classes

with wholly Bangladeshi chi.~ldren. (Girls wouldn't use the "SpaceLeggo

even though they could use it on their wgmn.)

5. in one predominantly"white'"school, the girls did not like being involved
in activities which they considered "messy" (e.g.clay,water-tray,sand-tray).
6. one very general point made quite often was that boys tended to be

more '"conservative" and set in their concept of their role and their place

etc.

SUGGESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT:

1. language - very important;not only for ESL learners, so a programme
which gave pleng,of chiznce for dialogue between children and characters
would be welcome. This would provide opportunity to ensure that important
points were being understood and would help concentration. Direct appeal

to the children would help them follow more easily and bui.-ld up an
understanding of the cﬁ?acters and how they related to each other.

2. create a programme with a strong story with strongly def.-ined characters.
3. would it be possible to cr—~eate a programme which would have built into
it the chance for characters to become known by the c~-hildren before the
main "piece" was given. The children would be helped by this;they'd feel’
more equal when it comes to getting them involved in the piece. Connected
with this point was the question whether the project would be a single visit
programme. Any chance for the chi%ren to meet characters later? A return
visit?

4. be careful of setting up anything or discussing something which presumes
a wide general knowledge.

5. could the programme involve plenty of activity and /or being 1nvolved
withprops or : apparatus? —

6. something which could involve constructing something?

/.helping acharacter;something where children can do something which proves
that they know useful things.

8. witches? someone initially rather frightening,but the children discover
the truth




9. a trail - using the children's knowledge of the school to help
character(s) find someone/somgeething

10. a stranger on the run for some reason - chi,ldren are in a position
to help etc.

11. allow opportunities for children to relate di~-rectly with characters
and also opportunities during the progra.mme for chiildren to talk amang
themselves in groups ( this would allow opportunity for ESL learners to
talk in Bengali,and thus children with very little or no Ehglish would
be helped to understand.)
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