HALF MOON YOUNG PEOPLE'S THEATRE

Participatory Theatre Project for 7 - 8 year olds. May 1985

"THE MESSAGE"

"The Message' is a piece of participatory theatre in which the children take'a
full role. They are called upon to help the famous McWhirter of Scotland Yartd‘ ;
as she attempts to track down the whereabouts of a valuable book and the two
thieves who have stolen it. The seli-proclaimed owner of the. book, Shona Shark. .
is also hot on the trail of the book and both McWhirter and Shona engage the
children's help . As the story develops the children will be asked to solve
various sets of clues that have been mysteriously left around the school. As

they solve the clues they will discover where the valuable hook is hidden.

Before they get to this point there are three initial clues which will tell the
children (a) what they are looking for. (b) that finding and solving seven clues

will lead to finding the book.

In a hastily erected '"Operations Room' the children work at the clues in groups,
whilst around the school two strange figures appear and disappear as if they are

looking for something too.

The project has been designed quite simply to engage the children in discussion
with each other and with the Company in role . Written messages are used in
order to stress the ''play'’ element in language and the fun which may be had in

acquiring and manipulating it.

THE CLUES '
The 3 initial clues: (i) using pictograms and words The children create
(ii ) using a set of flash-cards a 4-line verse made
(iii) using unspaced, unpunctuated words up of rhyming
couplets.

Second set: there are 7 clues;when correctly solved the answers are 7-letter words.
(i) a 7T-auswer crossword:the initial letters of each amswer spell tiuic word

(ii ) a 7-line verse riddie: initial jetters spell the word

(iii) a code; symbols used for letters:simple substitution

(iv) a code;letters of alphabet replaced by numbers

( v) a riddle: finding the odd-letter-out in each of seven lines

(vi) a sentence: rermoving a repeated nonsenss ending from each word

reveals the sense

(vii) a word search:the word is lost amongst various nonsense words

Where appropriate there may be other helpful clues on certain of the above clues.

When the children find each answer the word is placed in its correct place on a
grid on the Ops.Room Board, then with a mysteriously “ound tzmplate,correctly

placed over the grid, the children can discover where the book is hidden.



As there is a complication as to whom the book does belong to, this template

is needed later on. When it is placed correctly over the Will the name of the

rightful owner is revealed.

The Education Officer of the Company visits the school severﬁ‘l"'de-lirs before a
performance to talk with teachers about all aspects of the '""design'' of the
project. Discussion will cover such areas as the concepts used in the

project, bi-lingual and/or ESL considerations, subject areas used in the project,

the special needs of individual children.

The Company always engage in a ''follow-up' with teachers and hope to build

a regular relationship with a school, its children and teachers, over many years.




Preparation for the visit of the Half Moon Young People's Theatre

Information to schools:

e d / yeldow }/{i‘”é_/ﬁurz,
1. We would like the Class to be divided into three groups, balanced as

far as possible with regard to Language abilities and skills (orally and

reading) and personalities.

2. Could the class be involved in an activity which can easily; be interrupted by
the arrival of Helen, who will introduce the YPT and begin as if about to tell
a story.

3. Could the staff be informed that members of the Company will be placing

various envelopes around the hall, playground and corridors.

4. The children will be taken’from their classroom to the hall. Later half
the group will be taken to playground. Could staff be warned about this

movement.

5. From time to time two actors in role will be appearing in various places

near the hall,in corridors and in the playground.

6. After the Break could the claes teacher ccllect the children to bring them

back to the hall?

7. The actors would like the class teacher to "melt' into the background as
far as possible so that the children won't see the teacher as a source of

help when working on the messages and clues etc.

8. Approx.times: 40 mins. Break 20 mins.




It may be thought useful to have a 1i st of some of the words that will be

used or that the children will meet as they work on the messages and clues.

family:—t_re‘e'
Cluéé"' .
meésag'éé.:;
puzzles B
riddles
Will (i. e. the legal paper)
fake, false, a copy
solve, work out, find the answer to
evidence
detective
trust
thief
ancestor

key (as used in solving a puzzle)
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The words wh ich the children
discover from the clues:

balloon
glasses
trumpet
bicycle
giraffe
tractor

handbag




