"THE VOYAGE OF THE DOLPHIN" : a devised T.I.E.Programme for 6 to 7 yrs.

Summer Term 1986

TEACHERS' RESPONSES
This is a compilation of opinions and responses from 34 report sheets

SUBJECT MATTER:

There was a split of opinion,but the majority gave a vefy strong welcome
for the programm@; two only said "it was above the children's heads".
The majority said it wasa very useful and effective way into a very
difficult subject for this age. There was disagreement smongst teachers
about how much this age group have any understanding of such an issue

as gender roles etc. But again only a few were of the opinion that
children of this age group had no understanding. Others said that the
childryen were too young to face the issue overtly and understand it,
but not too young to have this experience. It is an issue that

teachers can retuwn to under all sorts of guises and they can refer to
"the Dolphin", as the children will have clear and strong memories of it.

It was a powerful introduction and provided a rich area to explore and
re-explore.

Returning to the issue of relevance,some teachers were unsure of how
significant gender roles are for these children,but there were many who
felt that children would be aware of sexs$$m "but not in a conscious way'.
Teachers were sure there was understanding,but at all kinds of levels

and it would nobk be easy to assess how deeply the issue was understood
without a lot of talk. The majority of teachers' responses show that

they were very pleased we had tackled such an interesting yrelevant and

important subject,even though we must have appreciated the difficulties.

Many teachers referred to the problem of doing such a programme with
such a strong authority figure as Capt.Turner, as children of this age
usually feel securg?%nd will obey strong authority. They would be very
unsure about questioning this authority figure ( some would be confused
about questioning adults,anyway) and about how to go about it. There
were children who were unsure of how to respond to idea of going against
the Captain. The majority would have had no understanding of the Capt.
being "sexist" or "misogynist" - but they all understood very strongly
that he was unfair and unreasonable in his treatment of Elly,Lucy and
the Mate - anhd of themselves. The dilemma of helping Elly and the Doc.
or obeying the Capt.was a very real one for these children and a useful
one for them to face. It made them question,although it was difficult.
Their feelings and intellect told them what was right,but they were
frightened about facing the Capt.with the issue. Many felt that there
was no reason why women could not be allowed to work on the ship. The
majority of children sided with the women -but there were always some

boys who supported the Capt.,but by no means all boys as many said he



was being unfair. Many teachers felt positively that many children
would have picked up on (a) the importance of the Doc's mission and (b)
Elly's story. and her unfair treatment at the hands of her father and the
Capt. A smaller number were beginning to understand that the Capt. had
great disdain fof women and their wabilities. They were able to
question it. One school did mention that perhaps the Capt's very strong
authority was not balanced by anything else in order to make choice
realistic for the children. Could he,perhaps,have backed down a bit at

end? Admit that he could be wrong, or something?

For ESL learners it was not only a matter of a difficult subject,but
they also had to follow a long,somewhat complicated plot and some of
the language was not accessible to them. The general feeling was that
those at the lowest Q%el of competence were unlikely to have understood
very much of the underlying issues. But apart from that,the whole
experience was valuable in itself as it would stimulate talk and it was
important to give these children new experiences to give them new
contexts for language to grow from. There may have been difficulties
with thecomplicated langauge,but teachers felt that the main strands

of the story would have been followed. They had particularly noted

that there was a high depgree of sympathy for Elly from Bangladeshi boys
and this teachers said they were surprised by. Girls and boys fully
appreciated that the Capt. was being rude and unfair and they did not
like it that he "wouldn't listen".

FORM & STYLE

Many teachers had never seen such a participatory programme and were
enthusiastic aboput its potential and there was a strong welcome for this
approach at this age group. Teachers believed it would ensure that the
children would keep the story in their minds. The children would
definitely remember the excitementof being crew members as it was a
memorable experiénce for many of them.

Almost without exception teachers said that the form was totally
different from what they had seen of this sort of work. It was very
imaginative,stimu~lating; an exciting faewrm with which to explore the
subject. The participation meant full involvement and the structure

was firm enough to make the children feel secure to express themselves.
Teachers praised the way the piece involved the chi¢ldren all the time.
There was a general feeling that the children entered into and believed
the environment of the ship. The situation was carefully set wup and

many children became quite possessive of "their'ship.



They were keen on the "business" of working the ship and many enjoyed
it greatly and entered into it fully. Some teachers felt that there
was not enough time for this to be really established; others thought
that- it occasionally affected the level of involsvement in the issues
of the story and the characters. The ship was "real" for the large
majority.

Teachers said that there were some splendid theatrical moments but
others thought that some moments were not as sharp or as clear as they
deserved to be. The piece ensured that the children had "fun" yet it
was a great deal more than that as many children were aware that they
were caught up in a difficult dilemma and faced difficult decisions and
the small group "discussion" sessions were seen as very useful by many
teachers.

There was some interest in whether the form could be flexible enough
to allow the teachers to be involved - but only after: being briefed by

the Company as to their role etc.

Teachers commented on the shyness of many of the Bangladeshi children;
something which is evident in a great deal of their relationships with
adults and not only with people they are meeting for the first time. So
the participation would have helped tremendously. There was some
surprise from some teachers at the enthusiasm of the children to engage
in the hornpipej;the level of involvement seemed to be very genuine.

The whole set receivel wide-spread compliments for its originality,
practicality and the way it was used. For the children it was a ship;
clearly the majority of children fully entered into being the crew.

The programme was seen as much more immediate that a play performance
for this age group. It forced involvement without any feeling of there
being any coercion. Teachers thought{hat the performers used great skill
in making the children become part of the story. The programme was very
successful in how it stimulated individual responses from children and
it proved an effective way of counter-acting what one teacher called
"the sheep response" — following the flock!

Again,teachers thought it was a very real experience and especially

for the ESL learners as it served to unlock their lanfguage and provided
strong material for them to talk about - even though many would not have
un@?stood the central issue. The level of concentration surprised and
pleased many teachers,also the ability the children showed tomake well-
thought out decisions and to put forward clear arguments for and against
helping the stowaway. Once again the comment was made about how shy,

quiet and reticent children were stimulated to contribute fully.



_ 4 _

Many teachers reported that their children were talking afterwards

about women being able to work as well as menj; that girls and boys
could work together;that some girls were stronger that boys, and letters
received by the Company after the visit stated this also.

Teachers were disappointed that the end had to be rushed in a number of
instances and they wished that there had been opportunity for more
discussion back in the classroom as the children were eager to talk

with the characters and/or the performers out of role. The teachers
themselves would spend a lot of time talking with the children about

the "voyage" but felt to speak to the performers would have been very

valuable to the children

PRELIMINARY INFORMATION

The majority of teachers said that they had found it very useful,

the vocabulary especially. A number of schools had already done a
ships project therefore there was some familiarity with the

general setting for the programme. Where children had been

prepared and the poster established in their minds,,there was
genetallya gpod level of expectation.

We felt,however,there had been a varied response by teachers to the
preliminary information. Some teachers had definitely referred to it;
others had clearly not. Some teachers had used it as a start for
other ideas of their own. Word games were devised. A wall collage was
done in one school which included the vocabulary on it.

FOLLOW UP

The response was unanimous that the programme could lead to a great
deal of work. All teachers said that talk and discussion would be

very important in order to learn the level of understanding the children
had reached and to give them the opportunity to express their ideas
and feelings about the whol experience. There was clearly a very real
desire amongst the chuildren to talk. They would have liked more
opportunity to talk to the performers.

Some teachers were a little vague about they would do. Ferhaps they
had not really looked at the pack in much detail. But there was very
little evidence that the majority of teachers were not! aware of what
the programme would be trying to do.

The piece was so meaty that it gave something to look back on and
refer to. There seemed to be a lot of entghusiasm to write the
letters.

COMPANY COMMENTS

The situation forced parts to be rushed - other times there had been
an inefficient use of time when it presented itself. This improved as
tour went on.

Some schools had proved difficult to work in.One in particular seemed
not to understand what we were there for.There were numerous interrup-
tions at both sessions and there were times when the programme was
interrupted in order to call certain children out. There was no
sensitivity to what was going on.

In the main,however,teachers' commitment was very high and their
interest was strong. Only in three instances did we feel there would



be no follow up.One teacher marked books!

There were just a few sessions when the children were so unfocussed
that the performers had to put in extra discussion periods in order
to re—establish important points concerning Elly,the Doc.etc.

The Co.found it hard to adjust to the shyness and reticence of ESL
children. It was often very difficult to enage the chidlren,even in
the small groups.

We identified many very interested teachers who would like to work
with us again.

RS AN
SCHOOLS

Most very welcomingj;out of the 21 schools we visited only 4 presented
real problems. Age groups were generally kept to,but schools with
vertical grouping did prove difficult,especailly where the class
group included chilren of 5+. Although the programme had been
explained to the schools concerned,they wished to have all the
chilren involved. We feel now that in future we should insist on

the age group and emphasise why we think it inappropriate for anyone
younger (or older). If schools couldn't accept this,then we don't
make the booking.

Access was invariably very good.Only one instance of a really difficult
get in - also a school which we didn't feel confident about either the
preparation or the follow up. Halls were variable,as was to be
accepted,but some excellent ones. A few presented difficulties where
there were large displays as this took up space. We have decided in
future to emphasise whenever we need a large clear speace. This time
our preliminary requirement did not make that clear - chiefly because
we did not know early enough just what space would be required by

the set. One school chose to split groups for the morning and afternoon
on a kind of ability scale - to aid level of discussion(.) but this
seriously affected the level of involvement in the second group.Also,
this was the only instance where were we had groups greatly in

excess of 30. (36 in one instance.) This was unfair both on the
children and the comopany.

The afternoon presented the usual problem - shortage of time. Prorammes
always had to be rushed and the final part in the clasroom always less
than adequate and parents congregating in and around the hall,as did
happen on a number of occasions,did nothing to help concentration at
that crucial point at the end.



