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F IS HIMNMG
UPTHE MOON

BY LIN COGHLAN

Dear .

Thank you For
waking s booking bto bring your children

to ge¢ FISHING UP THE HMOON on

This production
ia not supported in quite the same way
as we¢ do Lhe theatre—in-education prog-
rammes Lhat wie Lowr inte schools,when
we always prepere  Pack of Ideas for PIRFORMANCES BOE SCHOOLE:
follow—up activitiea, but FISHING UOF THE -mmﬂlxﬂuum1MTﬂFHMm:HE:fH[ﬂ:
MODN is a play which we believe fulfills AT A @ WILE thD D ELiAA
all pur aims for doing good educatlional
theatre and good theatre that is alsa

educationol.

FIOEEE £ 1,50 DIS OOLIT P CIE PARTIES OF 160 Ok OVLE
p T BT TEL P8 A000 L

Ne hope thab

terachers will find a-strong respoass Erom children having secn the
play snd that this will sugpest Lhialt activities associated with
ideas in the play could become part of future work dm bhe classroomns:
To that end, we have put together this brief “pack" inm the hope that
teachers will [imd it uwseful epither to do some preparatory work or
for dctivitics at some later dato.

A

e
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The prodic=bion will be-wery visugal,llvely,
colgurful ,excitiang and will include live music,songs and scunds.

Lin Coghlan,the wriler,says:

How easy is it for younmg poople today toe have
dreams, hopes and ldeols 1o a woarld which many
believe will be desbtroyed during their life-
timeg?

FISHING UP THE MDON Toellows the journey of one

man whe 18 given a gecond chance to queskion

the way in which he lives and remcmbor a lile

he has [forgobben. With the help of Ewo children

and a8 woman; Lhe man 1ls leéd away on the road

he Ceavels dalily -and once in unfamiliar berritory

he is forced ko confront same important guestions.
How could it be that he had forgotten so much and
can his 1ife ever be the same again? The journey,
which leads dws through a world suffering pollution
and abuse,takes the travellers over rivers,across
the desert and into the heart of the mounteim which,
they have been told,heolds the power behind all the
destruckbion. Armed only wikth their new undeérstandlngs
and a determination nokb ta allow the woeld ta die,
they make & very unexpected dlscovery,

. Themes in the play are cléar and
are presented in such a way that ideasz and language are guppoerted by
action,movenent and souond.

Songs have an important place in
Ehe play therefore we th&ught it wonld he waseful to teachersg to have






the words of one song that is central as it carries muwehof the
central "M&HEEEE” of the play.

A MAN GOES TO A MOUNTALN

HE'S LOOKING FOR AK ANSWER

THE AKSWER TO A QUESTION

THAT LIES WITHIN HIS HEART

HE STANDS BEFORE THE MOUNTAILN
AND TELLS IT HE HAS LOST HIS WAY
THE MOUNTAIN GIVES THE ANSWER
BUT HE ALREADY KENOWS.

A MOUNTAIN IS A MIRROR

IT DOESH'T REALLY GUIDE US

IT ONLY SERVES TO HELP US SEE
WHAT WE ALREADY ENOW.

AN OCEAN IS5 A SICNPOST

IT DOESN'T SPEAK BUT POINTS THE WAY
IT'S PURPOSE IS TO HELP U5 SEE
WHAT WE ALREADY ENOW.

AN ELEFHANT'S.....

A TELEPHONE!

CONNECTING US TO EVERYTHING
IT ALMOST FEELS AS IF WE ARE
A PART OF SOME GREAT CHAIN.

A RIVER IS....

A RADLO!

TRANSMITTING SICNALS EVERY DAY

IF WE COULD LISTEN WE WOULD LEAEN
WHAT WE ALREADY KNOW.

A MAN GOES TO A MOUNTAIN repeat.

(Copyright Lin Coghlan)

It might be theought that the ideas are guite complex,but the

play "shows" the ideas. Teachers might think it would be helpful
Lo introduce such ideas as: MOUNTAINS, WIRRORS,OCEANS,SIGNPOSTS,
ELEPHANTS , TELEPHONES ,CHAINS , RIVERS ,RADIOS.

Other creatures and natural objects which are mentioned
include: whales,seagulls,crocodiles,lizards,shells, smoke,gas,
stara ete.

For example,the idea of signposts could be explored in all
kinds of ways: gigns in school
signs on the road
signposts to places
to feeling hunpgry
to feelinpg tired
to food being "bad" or "off"
to rain coming
tp acid rain

How could the oaceans be an indicator of the
state of our world?



Mirrors: what are they?
what other kinds of objectas reflect?
what do mirrom tell us?
doas a mirror tell us thingswe don't know?
does a mirrer tell us things we already know?
different lkinds of Mirrors: CONCAVE,CONvex

what mirrors or mirror-type objects are there in
the classroom?

the idea is te get to the core of what a mirror is;
what a mirror does and then to think about other
things that do this to one degree of ancther.

Telephones: what do the ehildren know/understand about
telephones?
how can an elephant be called a telephone?
how does an elephant connect us Lo everything?

Chain : what is a chain?
what 18 a link?
vhat examples are there in the classroom?

what other kinds of chains do the children know?

what kinde of chain are they part of?
idea of the "food chain" X

Sece the game called "Webbing".

How do we learn what we"already know" 7

this brings in the idea of FORGETTING......
expressions such as "it's slipped my mind"
"out of sight,out of mind"

what kinds of things de the children find easy to
forgetc?

how deo they try to stop themselves forgetting?

do they have any storles of when they forgot
something?

To add to resources teachers will already have or will think
of for themselves, two books can be recommended which could
provide many additional ideas for work associated with themes
in the play. Both books are published by

EXLEY PUBLICATIONS

10 CHALE HILL

WATFORD

HERTS. WD1 4BN.

SHARING NATURE WITH CHILDREN: Joseph Cormell

The games and activities described in this book would have
particular value when planning visits Lo a park or open space
and especially in schoels who take children te residential
rural centres. We have included examples here which could he
adapted toe the school setting.
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Songs do have an important place in the play. A number
of them have heen written by Lin Coghlan,with music by Sylvia
Hallett. This includes the one for which the words are givem on

page 2 of this pack,

Another song is a traditional Bengali song and Baharuddin
Khelon (who plays Tiamo) has provided the words of this song which

is sung when "fishing up the moon".

bo.sh kaﬂﬂhrxaﬂ“ oo Ehuea- ot

i Sws
choad whhechey o

AT Ot Cufte@” 4o

Mmoo cwmoss  Shoo Lok, bodlo
ST AT @%”
k.l:a.:j Loo dudt Kogs |

Tt iz highly 1ikely that some children will know this
aong. If they fagl that they want to jein in - they should.

The sonpg tells of a large bamboo tree in a garden (bash
baganer) with the beautiful moon rising behind it. The singer 1=s
asking hias mother for his sister Kajladidi,who told him such

wonderful =stories.
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This is an approximate notation. It
does not give & true indication of
the way the vyolece 15 used by the
ginger. But we hope that it will
be & guide to teachers who might be
interested in teaching it to their
children.







CRY FOR OUR BEAUTFUL WORLD: ed. Helen Exley

This is an anthology of writing and artwork by young people
from 70 nations pleading for the survival of our naktural

world.

Az a taster,scme examples have been selected which might
supgest ideas for written and/or 8rtwork.

We are planning,with the help of one or two of the trusts

and charities concerned with conservation,world survival ,and
related subjects to have a foyer exhibition which will have
to do with an aspect of the natural world. There will be
posters,leaflets etc and we are hoping Lhat there will be
materials that the children can take away. To date, the London
Wildlife Trust and the Friends of the Earth have indicated an
interest to be involved.

For teachers who may wish to introduce a toplc associated
with the themes in the play, we have also included here a
Contact List of some of the groups and organisations that
might be approached for materials. As they are nearly all
of them charities,thereis a limit on what might be available

Eree.

As always, we would be delighted to receive examples of any
work that the children might do as a result of seeing the

play.

Having read this "pack™, if you have any questions about the
play,please do contact me.

Korman Goodman
Education Warker

HMYPT

213 Mile End Rd. El 4AA

(01-701-1141 % &)







THE STORY

Tao I'.:I:":,I' to redace FISHING UP THE MOGOGN ta a basic narretive would

be to do & disservice to its richness - of ideas,of imagimation,

of song,of language,movement etc. But I thought that some teachers
might find it useful to have an idea of its "shape";some idea of
its main elements. The following outline will,I hope,help. It
might suggest some things that could be menticned before the wisit.I
hope it will help recall if any follow-up work is planned.

We meet the characters — who are introduced to us by WOMAN FOX - an
extra-ordinary woman,but quite wsusl at the same time.

We meet KASSIMEER and TIAMO, a young girl and boy who are friends.
We also meet The Soldier.

Another"feature” we hear about is The Road = people pass along it
to work and home again. It is patrolled by The Boldier,as looking
around and stopping on The Hoad are forbidden.

Easzimeer and Tiamo live in B land far from The Road and their liwves
are very different,but they are curious about The Eoad.

Their lives are different.that is until the day they meet The Soldier,
who has strayed from The Road and is lost.

The story then involves the three of them - with Woman Fox always
somewhere near. At first Kassimeer 1s not happy to have The Soldier
with them,but after an unfriendly start,Kassimeer and The Scoldier

come to understand each other.

They begin the journey = to find the "one whe is killing the world".
Woman Fox has set them this task as there i= still time. ;

On the journey The Scldier learns about things he has forgotten,
or things he had been taught were "not true"™ or which are not in the
Rule Boolk.

Kagsimeer learas about herselfjabout relating to othersjunderstanding
others;about Eriendship.

The journey involves: meeting an elephant
"talking" to the river; to the whales
caring for an injured bird
keeping the stara in place
making camp for the night
dealing with being afraid
8 boat journey
climbing
diacovering new knowledge
meeting the "Money Monster™
finding out who is the one "killing the world™

The journey ends when they learn who ig killing the world. The Soldier
knows that he must go back to The Koad. Together they have learned
that there is no "monster” - "just people who have forgotten what's
important™.

They part as frienda and The Soldier returns to The Road.






ASTRONOMY...... « THE PLOUGH. .o av

WOMAN FOX is wvery concerned about the stars = she checks thea
From time to time! And is always putting Lhe odd one back in place

or giving them a shine etc.

In: the play we hope to include a representation of The Plough,
Teachers might think that a little preparation would enhance the
children's understanding. I know that some schools might already
include projects on the stars in the work that already goes.on,so
the following brief information might not be needed. I hope that
it mipght prove useful to these teachers who might want to do some
preparation.

Observation might be difficult from where we are,with all the
light that comes up from the City,but op & clear,moonless night
it could be possible to spot THE PLOUGH and from it POLARIS,the
POLE STAR.

(If children later have experiepnce of a school journey¥ at a rural
centre,it might be easier to get a good sighting,including other
constellations. )

Children mipht be interested to know that the seven stars of

The Plough all have Arabic names(shown on the accompanying sheet}
and that DUBHE and MERAE are called POINTERS because Chey polnt
directly to the Pole Star,which is at Lhe "tail"™ of The Little Bear.

The story of URSA MAJOR & URSA MIMNOR 1z connected with Lreek HMythology,
as 8o many of Lhe conastellation names ared.

A King of Arcadia had a dawghter,CALLISTO,who was

s0 beautiful that the Queen Goddess, JUND, was very
jealous, She turned Callisto into 8 hear. One day

she was in great danger from & hunter — her own son,
Arcas. Jupiter turned Arcas into & bear,too and,catching
them by their teils,he swung them up into the sky where
they remain safe for ever. (This explains why the Big
Bear's and the Little Bear's tails are rather long.)

KAMES are interesting,too. As well as The Plough, the seven-star
"formation"™ is also known as THE BIGC DIPPER (because of its resemblance
to a large ladle or soup spoon) CHARLES' WAIN/HAY WAIN/WAGON/CHARIOT.

In Bangla the following asre jusL two names for the seven stars
called The Plough. But there are many more names and very

descriptive names .

i
Shaptarshee 5RQ1E§' "Seven Stars Together"

Shukh Tara 7R IlEt "Bright One®



i =

Other cultures have different names and steries. In North American
Indian ctradition the Big Bear is seen more as an animal looking
around for somewhere to hibernate and the Little Bear was a young
woman goiding a party of hunting braves.

T[‘lE P‘DIE El't-ar W oE e opm oE & F o R E K e meab o T e P L Bl L T a II'I Ehi]’IEEE
astronomy it was called TOU MU ,who had great powers and could save
sallors from being shipwrecked. The Arabs called it ALRUCCABAH, The
Luiding One,

There are a great many ways in which work related to astronomy
can go., These notes are only meant as very general. If children
d¢ respond with interest,then much more could be done. For
example, the Plough is not an unchanging "formation™; it is
different in ghape now than it was when Egyptian or Arabic
astronomers ohbserved it. And it will he different to peaple who
observe in another 1000 years time.

The Plough really is not @& "fﬂrmﬂtiﬂn";althﬂugh they appear to

Form the shape and relate to each other, the seven stars are actually
very Far apart from each other, especlally Alkaid which 4is 250

light years away from Earth,whereas Phad is relatively close - 75
light years!
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The world must hive been very beautiful
Before min came o live o it.
Mefissa Snith, B, Belgim

Comie il see.

What's happening o the carth?
What's happening to the scal
What's happening to the world?

One day a sudden silence Is going o
LT T

Everybody is going to ask, "What arc we
doing?

I'would with all my heart shout,

"‘Come and see!

Come and sce, what you're doing to the
world!

Iwould shout it to cverybody

Shout, and steout Gl I make them
understand. Afew fnan, 11, Turkey

What will hagpen o people, animals, plants,
wihicn there is nothing but smog?
what will happen to the sea when there is
nothing but rubbish init?
What will happen to Life ifself?
Vasilios Amtonapealos, T, Greece

The blue whale sings songs, and it sees with
sounds (ccholocation ). Tis shape is
Leautifully streanlined and it is one of the
Frstest swimmers of all the whales, reaching
a specd of nineteen miles an hour.

1 feel that by studying (and trying (o
communicate with ) this largest ofall
mammals we might one day leam a lolme
about oursehves and our presence on cartlh
We might leam to decipher their soigs, and
g0 decper into our past and our roots un i
planct. ' :

I alse want to save the blue whale becihet
ofits beauty and the wonder and
ipination it croates 2
w AMfgeret A, Roe, 10 LA



i, P a twelve year old Bl ihisskeiinge
about the future for us kids, Wil it be
filee it is nwow, or different? Will there be
ertougl electricity for us (o use? Will e
Dracne beantifud trees, and flowers to look
bt O will it fust be buildings arouiel
s We awvon't be alife to foof ont e
rednselonw, and say, "Wisat a beat{fl deay
i 158" W will see notlhing but smoke, aid
evist, Al e gasollne will ran owt, and 50
will the electricity, So [ just bope tat the
grown-tifes will start to think about us,
arud et will hafypress in the future!
A Colangeto, 12, Canada

Lam ten years ald now, but soon Twill be a
mEan.

Why do I say that? That sounds like | have
o wait, and when it comes to saving
something, I cannot wait. Should | have 1o,
wait until T have money or become a man? |
think i you really believe in something, you
start when you begin to belicve. | will always
save amimls. | don't remember when 1
started, but 1 knowe [oill never stop.

| go 1o the mountaing, 1 go to the beach
andd | po to school, Wherever [am, | look for
animals that need help. In my house and in
my yard | have many temporiry homes for
animals that necd help.

| don't only give them food and o home,
but I give them all my love. And you know
what? They all love me back. Their chirps,
songs and eyes tell me that they appreciate
It Whety they nolonger need me I retum
them to where 1 lound them, [ don't keep
them, becimse T love them, amd iF [ saove them
[ st peturn thoerm to natuee,

1 am gk my parents cin help a linde. My
el 15 @ docror and my mom §s 3 nuese and
with their helpowe can cure and Sive almiost
anything,

Yo, when Lam a man [ will save larger
animals such as cleplants, cumels, tigers and
lions and particularly the scals and whales,

[ can's swan the ecean and shicld the
whales from the lntrpoons, bt 1 oan
contribue my allowince w Save the
Whales” and 1 can el peopie ibout these

intelligent creatures that deserve to lve s
w (o, Anck best of all, 1 can do thnt today.

When Iam a man [ will use my moncy o
save what I cannot yet save,

T weill e £he workd and speak to its
poople about the importance of all creamures
of the carth and you know what? People will
listen oo me because 1 belicve!

Mrnray Effand, 10, LA



We were breaking the waters of the river
Pashur. Tt was twilight and the sunlight was
just Eiding out from the west. We were
heading south-west through Sunderban, the
unique forest in Bangladesh inhabited by the
majestic Royal Bengal Tigers. The
environment of Sunderban is fascinating,
Situated in south-west Dangladesh it covers
an area of about 2,500 square miles, a
network of land and rivers.

As we were advancing through the calm
water we heard a sudden splash. Turning the
searchlights we saw it — the great Royal
Bengal Tiger, striped in shiny black and royal
orange. 1twas looking at the steamer with
burning red eves, It was healthy and its body
was shimmering all over, It looked at the
steamer for a few seconds and then entered
the forest — its trusted habitat.

Yes, This is the animal | would like to save.,
I would like to save it because Lappreciate it
and it fiscinates me, and because it is
decreasing in numbers very quickly.

It is our mutual duty to save them because
they are very rare and are only found in
Bangladesh. They will soon be extinct if not
taken care of,

We should remember that every time a
‘useless' species is exterminated our destiny
is endangered. Do you want the tigers to be
like Dodos and Mastadons? Like animals only
in books and museums?

We can all join in the rescue work by
donating money to the wildlife fund or by
participating ourselves. Let's all ol us say
together with the great naturalist William
Beebe, "When the last individual of a race of
living things breathes no more, another
heaven and another earth must pass before
such a one can be again,’

Tanzina Hagwe, 14, Bangladesh



Chce there was a vallfey of fevtife i,
There was a beautiful forest of fovely
pine tirees, There was grasy for aimals
grinel Bher adv was clea. Brl somnee fime
ferber meaent gpanted wood, so he
thoughtlessly cut down all the trees and
becaise af this the grass began fo die.
Because af this no animeal conld [ive.
Because af this no poafle condd live. The
climate also changed. This was the
second reason men could not five there.
They becanre poor. So this bedasdi ful
vallay Decante a deserted filace.

Cigersiie) Az, 10, Paiisian

Please save the Taj-Mahal

D you know the beautiful bullding in Trechice
o— thie Taj-Malwl? When | wis avery small
by, oy mother used to tell me about ft. Sl
todd mes thait the Taj-Mabel is one of the most
heautiful monunents in the world. Now,
when 1am a little grown-up, | have collected
a Lot of photographs of this building, Do you
wani to know how many they ane — twenty
six!

My lathier wias telling me thl the Tay-
Mahal will begin W crumble soon-— becausd
there is & Bctory nearly, All the smoke from
the frctory's chimneys pours right on Lo this
white maebhe building, The monument will
puarn feam white W yellow — it is stome-
cancer whicl this Taj has already caught. My
mother was saying Ut many people have
requested the government wchange the
place of the Bctory, but tdwy do not listei,

[ wish they would change the site of tw
factory. My fricnds, too, want this to be done
beciuse | and my friends have yet to see the
Taj-Mahal. And if this building alls before
e are alile to see i, wee will Do very sorry,
Shableiryzr Anwen, 7, Pakistan
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NOTE ON PARTICIPATION |

Last year,after PEACEMAKER, a number of teachers
asked us about the children's "participation” -
how much could they participate? should they?
would the performers mind?

We believe that coming to the theatre to see a ,
play may well he a rare experience for the majorily

of children of this age and that for many it may be

their first experience when they see FISHING UF THE

MOON. Therefore the quality of that experience is

very important,se being spontaneous in their reactions

is very much part of the experience. Reaction is often

a wonderfully clear sign of the children's involvement,

5o Wi welcome ik,

Only very rarely have we found "participation” a bit
"syer the top", so we hope that teachers will feel Lhat
if their children make reasponses,joln in,clap,dance
or whatever,then we like to see ik.

By "participatien”™ we don't mean the sort of particip-
ation that characters in,for example,pantomimes,invite
from the audience. For us,it is how the children

feel they want/have to respond te what they see and
hear.



CONTACT LIST : ORGANISATIONS & PUBLICATIONS : a selection only

COMMON GROUND : 45 Shelton 5t., WC2H 9HJ. (379-3109)
THE ENVIRONMENT COUNCIL : 80 York Way N1 DAG (278-4736)

FRIENTS OF THE EARTH : 26-28 Underwood St., N1 7JQ (490-1555)
FRIENDS OF THE EARTH (Inteérnational) ditto (253-0201)
GREENPEACE : 30-31 Islington Green, N1 BXE {354-5100)
LONDON WILDLIFE TRUST : 80 York Way N1 9AG (278-0612)

REOYAL SOCIETY TFOR NATURE CONSERVATION: The Green,Nettleham,Lincoln
LH2 2NR (0522-T52=-328)

WORLD WIDE FUND FOR NATURE: Panda House, Weyside Park,
Godalming,Surrey GUY 1XR  (D4834-26444)

LONDON ECOLOGY CENTRE: 45 Shelton St., WC2Z (379-4324)

ARK TRUST: 498-500 Harrow Rd.,WO 304 (96E-GTHO)

PUBLICATIONS: EARTH MATTERS (pub.by Friends of the Earth)

GREEN TEACHER (Machynlleth, Powys S5T20 8DN)
GREEN MAGAZINE (from newsagents monthly)

WATCH : scheme for involving young people in th=ir environment
(same address as for Royal Society for Nature Conservation)

CENTRE FOR ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOCY: Llwyngwern (Quarry,Machynlleth

Powys S5Y¥20 944, (Tel O0654-2400)
{CAT publish an excellent catalogue for mail-order: eg sclar cells ]

for projects and hobbiesirain teat kits;vanishing animals kit; |

cuyt-out working modelsjleft- and right-handed boomeranpgs etc, } |

Friends of the Earth has a Re-cyclinp Dept.which will send information
on receipt of a SAE.

The LUCY pages are from JUMP! a magazine for young people 3-8 yrs.
It ig available by annual sub. (E21-95 for 12 issues)
FREEPST Melksham,Wilts.,5N12 7DEK. I
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8 things Lucy

likes abuu'f her
favourite place
mThE, Country,
Clean water.

.E_ Wild flowers,

3. Wild animals.

o Wild birds.

5, Old hedgerows, |,
6. Natural woods.|

7. lats and flots B

of butterflies. | =<z
8.Farm animals
in the fields,
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8 things that
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5. Heclges pulled up.
6.Evergroan Trees,
7 Mator ways.

8. Wild birds and

arntmals haue .
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ipmﬁch— the countryside
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instead of making m:l.-'.l' FESEFVES,
the government s pianning 'f'n-
SEFL OFF the omes it has !
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