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AWAY FROM HOME - PLAY SYNOPSIS

During the play the children will participate in much of the action in the
role of evacueas.

Jean is nine years old when the Second World War breaks out. She lives

in London's East End with her father and her Uncle George, After her

house has been hit during a bombing raid, Jean is evacuated with the

rest of her achool, to the country. On arrival they are met by Mr Orr=-Ewing,
the billeting officer and Mr Green, z First World War veteran and member
of the Home Guard, After spending a difficult night sleeping in a scout

hut, the children are taken to their new homes., To Jean's dismay, she is
billeted with Mr Green, who likes city kids about as much as he likes
Germiana.

Near Christmas, when Jean's father comes to visit, she cannot hide her
unhappiness. But what can be done? "There's a war on".

Cne day, Mr Green takes the children to the allotments and sets them to
work, 'digging for victory'. While he is away, there is an alr raid and the
children take shelter in a tool shed. Inside, they find & wounded stranger.
It is Willi, an escaped German prisoner of war. The children declde to
tell Mr Green as foon as he returns and the helpless Willi is led away,
vowing to escape again.

A few days later, Jean finds out that her Uncle George has been klled in
action in France, and Mr Green tells her how his son died Hghting the
Germansg in 1917, In the weeks that follow they become close friends until
one day Jean and the children go up on to the cliffs near the prisoner of

war camp. AS they cross a bridge down on to the beach they sea Willi
ascaping under the elactrified fence. To stop Willi getting to them, the
children destroy the bridge, only to discover that the beach they are trapped
on is mined. Willi bullds a makeshift bridge and helps the children to safety.
He shows them a pictore of his own children and & toy he has made for his
daughter who is sick. This is the reason for which he is so desperate to
escape and he askse the children uot to give him away. Befere he can get
away, Mr Green arrives looking for Jean, He has his Home Guard rifle

with him and tells Willi to return to the camp or he will shoot him. Willi
refuses and begins to walk away. Despite pleas from Jean and the children,
Mr Green kills Willi, explaining afterwards to the children that he had no
cholce. However, Jean cannot forgive him.

Evenlually the war ends and Jean goes back to Leeds. But she still thinks
of Willi and Uncle George, two good people on different sides who never
returned to their families.



WORK FRIOR TO TH COPLNT'S VI
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Bafore our vigit to ke gc’ool, we world like the teacher to have an

initial discussion with the clagz on how the Sacond World War affected
home lfe, esgpecially in rity areas thel were bheavily bombed. The
discuseion might cover tiuch things as air=raids, rationing, the war-affort
eg. work in muniticag fr:fories, air raid wardens, the blackout, the WVE,
saving of fuel, giviaug of cerap meisl for ammunitions ete, broadcasts,
and especially evacucdon.

THE FOLLOWING WO?D0S ARE USED IN THE PLAY

Air raid (shelter:) ; redanlnp ; evacuee, svacuaticn ; Home Guard ;

Womens' Volunt: ry Sorvice  [Eiler 3 Nazi ; ammunition ; homensiclk,
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BBl TOGEADHY

"Hew we vaed to live 18252109450 o Maecaonald BEducational

'Thresholds of Toroo @ Gercuan Prigoners »nd the People of Britaln 194£-8'
by Matthew Barry Sullivin (Harmush Hilton, Loodon)

'l knov: 2 Rette Flica' Ly S5yaz Broed Ar-Unpron Books)
(a very resdable acceunt of the prrsonal axperiznces of an evacuce)

"The Machis: cianniors' by Booser Westell
{a novel akout chiiv .1 it wartime Britaing

'The Real Dad's Azxmy! by Movrea: Longmate (Hutchinaon)

"The Way it Hapgpeasd 17251937 by Jeames Mchdiilnn, baced on the files
of Express Newsapars, | William Kimber: Loadnn)

'Cockney Campalgy' by Frank T.. i =wey (Stanlev Pavclt & To, )

Our thanks to Tower hawrdels Coitral Liboary Local History section for
gccess to materials and help with roasearch,

Thanke alao to the Immperial War Mueeur and Musenrm of London
edveation departmente.
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EVACUATION

"Children will assemble ar

school, &nd will be taken te
the station by teachers or
other adulte connected with
the scheol,

Children should wear thair
warmest clothes,

They gshould be given an over-
coat or macintosh, hand
leggage, & Blanket, if possible
tood for the journey, and an
apple or orange, but no drinks
in glass bottles.

Ihey ghould take gas masks.
Small children must have
identity taps attached to their
coat lapelg!

i

B L]

"The effect oo both children

and their hosts was equally
traumatic. Many of the

children came from elum

ercas of cities, and to some
EVER & COW Wi s a strange sight",

AT
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HILDE MARCHANT ON THE PROGRESS OF FLORENCE MORCAMBE, A 51X
YEAR OLD FROM NO. 32 BUCKRIDGE BUILDINGS, HOLECRN, :-

Florence was weighed down with a great pack that dangled to her ankles and a
Bas mask. She went to Laystall-gtreet School, Holborn. She was going to the
country for the first time in her life,
Through the bars of the school gate, the women stood watching them,

crying a little, Cne of the tinier children wae crying in the corner of the plavground,
Florence went over to her:
'‘You're eryin' the writin' off your label, and no one will know who you are. ..’
One of the women teachers said:
‘Now, no long faces. Smile when you go past your mothera, '
The women in the streets ran forward and kissed their children, gave them
pennies, Btraightened their hair,

#At Ealing the echool went straight into waiting corches for somewhere in
Cxfordshire, Everything green she called a cabbage, and the stooks of coTh
were bunches of flowers to her, The child from & London tenement wande red

{cont. ..
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round a tiny country village with a narrow high street, with thetched cottages
a villaps parnp, a grey. stone church #nd 8 helo of thick trees, She went
straight to the pump 1o S&g how it worked. She esked me why the houees nad i'
gtraw hats.and why did the grass grow in the street’
The village children, brown and sturdy, stood on the other side of the road
locking at the children who had come from the rown. Did they play the same gamecs” §
Florence put down her luggege and settled in the grass. She picked buttercups

and grass..,,'For my muam.
She rolled in the grass and peerad at the cows, which she called horses. No
sandbage, no air-raid shelters - just warmth and peace of an English country
village,

The children from the Clerkenwell buildings used to play in Swing -gardens.
The gardens are locked and the football pitch 18 being turned up for trenches
The sntrance to the shelter is right under the goalposts. The swings are still,
The sand-pit is ernpty, for the sand has gone into bags. The steps of the slide
are rusting, but the park-keeper ptill greases the arms of the turntable.
He said:'They were always getting inte mischief and sguealing their heads off,
but I'd give anything to have them back agsin, the little beggars, '

In the flower gardens you see just 2 few old people and one or two children
under five who have not laft their mothers.

Ticketed children on their way Children entering an eir-raid shelter
to the countryside, in Stepney - The Alternative.
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THE POLLGWING 1S TAKEN FROM THE TRANSCRIET I i Y ] .
15 CF MILLICENT MORGAN, WHC LIVED IN FLORFIELS ROALD, HACHNEY
IMPERIAL WAR MUSE UM, SOUND ARCHIVES

MAR Hew did wou first hear atout the evacuation plans”
{4} well, really all that 1 could say that me motmer told ue that we'd
g0t to gb away Decause there wae likely to be & wer, Amo well, as 1 sav we

thought 11 wes quite fumny you know Decause . . ., %&'c hoo & Prior warlfdbig

ip June 1 think 1t wes when 1 was at the other schuol, Wilton Way Junior Schooly
and at that time 1 never even had & pair of shoes believe it or not.  And I
8 neighbour gave my mother a pair of shoes - this iz the homest truth - of

bers, a woman's shoe, amd me dad sawed the heels off so | had = peir of shoes

of a low level to be evecuated with, But we dian't worry about it because
everybody was in the saume boat you know

AR Have you any idea whether it wos o wifficult decision for YOUT DETENLE
to send you to be evacuated? *

32 o bl Mo, 1l don't think it was ut the time because probably the fesr not
hknowing what wes going to happen because s soon us the war was declared the
air=raid warning went you know and they didn't know . . , No, becouse the 3
whole street went, they probebly all conversed with one another, had a mnt.,fng
or something snd decided among thai they were going Lo send but we didn't
all go to the same place. But no, 1 dun't think there wus any hesitation
vhetzoever that all the children should be evacusted. But I think it
wus entirely different when we did actually leave the school and gel in the
coeches and our parents were left behind and we went off on our cwn inta . ' ou
net knowing where we were going. Them it was differenmt you know both the
parents and the children became very frightened 1 think st being parted
because there was thut clinging together which probably was all they had
¥ou know elinging together. Tes, when we were evecuated it was a big
wrénch.  Not the build up, not the build up but when it ectusily happened,

N ET Y

MAH You were eleven yeurs old, were you?

Tl Yes, I was elaven.

WAB And your brother was , ., . 7
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kiax Lic vou neve Env sorr gf famiiy PatiferiDf OF COLPDTELION Lne Bigns

DeloIw voL wEQT DIz’

bl o Rg, T 1t 811 neppeaes so fes4 LLEN'S DAD TAL: I1TEl waTOoing in
I thiok it was Juns pu: wnep it aftURLLY Sefme 1T J9DTETDET o 4 . WE1L, beciugs
Chambyrlall ceme DecA anc SE1e there WOULD De e weT, @il 1 0E, &% 1 1roinoe
they accepted it there woulds®y se woen 1t H3S Ccomt AL SETLETDET EVEIVIOLLS
WEE B TLAR 1oy rooe we wers JusY DunE - s SULlI= EF Lhss, W WEFE- jugs
18580 WIlh QuUI PES=MAEKE BOC . . ., WOWL WE wers EROLUELLY BVECUELED we WE s
F3VEL & CETTART Dag Wilh OUr WeeH-—£0" TR1ions in YoU Hpow 10 BE€ WE toroug
Two deys, Discuits Anc corneo beef Enc & ber of envcelete ang stuf? like tnzi,
Well, thev musi neve heo thet stored perhape Lhey nad tnet stored froc June

wnen they expected us to ECs
kAR Where did vou receive that?

kit At the schosl., Tes, wo 811 hud that before . . . which was goed 1
think from our parenis! point of view 1o see us getiing on the coach with &
bag of food ihey koew we wouldn't be going hungry. Becsuse food wee
everything then you know it all went a&reund food,

MAR The day of your evacuation was Priday, the 1st of September 1539, just
before the war broke osut? How did you know, how were the families given
the pews that that was the day?

Ml I don't recollect thet pert of it but my mother suid that the cars
came. - . they must have been told to be prepared I should think for some
TEBKS ,

MAB So how did you reel as You walked down the road from Guvhurst Hoad
Behool?

My Well, wnen 1 wee mctuelly Eving I really don't remenber. As I

5Ly the first part 1 remeszber was coming sut to get on & coach and seeing
all the mothers and fethers apd of courss obviously they were all upset

by then when they reelised and shedding tears and that, And then of courss
the children started erying and thet was the really first part of it I
remember, I don't remesber the build up to it.



KAE How did you get thera?

i By coach, we &l] went oo the coaches to Liverpecl Street and we wore
kept io classrooms. W must huve all gens oo the train together beceuse the
wnole school was evacuated in Norfolk. But we ceemed %o be kspt an
classrooms 1 suppose probably the eldest ehild and the brothers and sisters
wiih that person. And we went by train &s I say and it diz take many hours,
1 should say it took about four hours, And we were einging on the train
®pd that you Koow, locking at country - country, country that's all we saw,
I remember wo were singing 'Sing & Song of Sunbeams! it was & Bing Crosby sne
we wis all singing thet oo the train. Mind you when we got off at the

otber emd . . o once again we were picked up by cosches but I went in & car
because me brother had hurt his ankle., .

« o by Dow it wus darkness it really wes very dark. And going through the
COURLTY « . « W wETP in the Cer with the rector and the coach was foliowing
us he was showing them the way to Oxborough, And we was turning round to
muke sure the cosach was following beceuse we didn't know the rector ut all
you know, as long as we could see Eome feces . . . end our begs were oo there
our earrier bags with our food wes oo the cosch so we wers worried ebout them
es well,

ki In Uxborough. The people of the village were already there waiting for
us snd there was & couple of o0il lamps because there wes mo electrieity there.
And everybody lined up end they just went slong picking out who they wanted

to take as I say I don't know how they saw anything because it wes so dark -
well, it wns to us you know, And you know we all dispersed and probably

we might not have met anyone sey till about Tuesdey after being evacusied on
the F‘rinh_v;qwr;,nnne wes getting settled in. 1 don't think we went to school
immodiately we got thers,

But me brother and I went to the rectory, also mnother boy and his brother.

The elder boy was named Bill Purdon, I can't remember his young brother's name,
but they only stopped a couple of days their mother took them home. Then

we hed another Loy and his brother and the eldest boy was & bully boy, & big boy,
Tom hiz name was, his brother was Hoy. Well, nt the rectory for tea you used
to get either bread aml jam or bread with no jam and a piece of coks and we

used 4o fight to try and get . . . because he'd est his cake and try and get
another bit for his brother and I used to bave to eat mine and try and hold on
to it. S0 we mever really got our food that we should have dome while Tos

was there because it was . ., . but he didn't stay there w;-;,r long either

n i - =



hLAH Can vou remember the first evening vou were tnere?
b L 1 do remszler the firTetr evening DFcause L1 wes very lule WIED & goi
thers End we Were texen up to tnis room - we probeliy bad milk snd thal woen we

arrived 1 snould ihink -~ were taken up 1o thls Pool which was OO0 tne Ironi of ihe

aguse and ah 1t ¥EE B mMEssive TOom wiin & dgvely predi bls bed and alli fresn
Snests 1n Lt BEOQ WE WETE DUT 1N Ltha L. Ang ap ihe midols af the plrhi there
wis inis terrible storm sp of course we wes awekerneo Dv it &nd just wonoersd
Wi re we were you know efter the frovellin emd thet upd Mrs Rnlghi, the
reclor's wlile, ane wus standing there witn Sister Lrsuls sesing 1f we were
sll right = they weré both very kKind. Bui we dadn't stop in that reom long
We were put in & Emall poom then but we wus put there when we were Teteived
they did make us very welcome when we got there. But-prabably when thevy ses
the atate of us we wed trensferred 1o the servants!
quarters tnen you know whére we remuined. Hut as 1 say their education and
upbringing was so dilferent and ne wey resally would we heve expected to est
with them because it's like your docter; or the wicar, or vour Sunday Scheool
teacher you .held them on that pedestal and . . ., Well, which was & good thing

really beceuse you always felt safe while othemwere about = it wes =ecurity

1 suppose..a

In the house there were two iodoor toilets but there was one auytside wnieh

probably belonged to the servants., And the indoer tollets we used to pump

the water up into the cistern. Ume was for general use, Mrz Knight and the
daughters, and ths other ons wus the rector's personal closet. Aad we used

to heve to go out into the vard which was the yerd pert of the garden you kngw
down with & candle to the toilet. Apd it was just & base ppd the hopest
treth it was & big dip. It wesn't & bucket type which they had at school
which were horrible, You know though we were so poor as I sey they used to
scrub everything indoors to try mnod keep things right.® The thought of these
toilets 1 remember them so vividly the smell of them and that . . . But this
toilet thet we used Lo have to use it was just covered and it wes down & big
hole and they used to have rets down it but it was that far down I shouldn't
have thought they could have got to you but we used to be petrified of it

it just wesn't nice &t all you kmow., And every now &nd agRin there was & man
celled Mr Tipple he used to come nlong with lime and thet amd put it down there.
But that was the most horriblest thing about being evacueted to all of the London
chilaren I think was the toilets. ‘1 mean we just wasn't used to them, couldn't

accept them,

¥AB And vou gsed thet outside toilet the whole time?




hlald Can vou remember the first evening vou were there?
bl 1 do remecuer the 1iTe1l evening because i1 wes very lale wWhER we gol
there EMd we Wers taxken uUp t0 101E room - we probeuly had mile and that wneL we

arrived | should thnink - were teken up 1o this roor wiich was on tRe IToRt oI the

nouse and on it WRE A MBSELVE TOOm with & Lovelyv preat oip Ded and sll fresn
Shes1s an 1L end we ware putl 1n that. AL A0 Whe midole of the piohkti there
wiE LOls Lerrible sitomm so of course we was awekenec oy 1t &ana Just wonae Ted
Wik re WP were you nnow sfter the {trevellind and thet eod bMrs hoighi, ihe
recior's wliie, =he wes standing tnere with Sister Lrsule seeinp 11 we were
il rignt — they were both very aind. But we didn't stop in that room long
we wera put io & small room then but we was put toere when we were received
they dif make us very welcome when we gol vhere. But-probably when they ses
tha state of us we wes treosferred to the servents'
quartars tnen you know where we remained. But as 1 say their education and
upbringing was 50 different end no way reelly would we have expected io eat
with them beceuse it'e like your doeter, or the wicar, or vour Sundsy Scheool
tescher you . held them on that pedestal and , . . Well, which ws & good thing
reelly because you Blways falt safe while othem were ebout = it was security

1l suppose. s &

|
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In the nouse there were two indeeor toilets but thére wes one outside which

probably belonged to the servanis, And the indoor tollets we used o pump

the wmtsr up into the cistern. One wes for geperal use, Mre kEnight end the
daughters, and the other ons was the rector's persopal closet, And we used

to have to go out into the yerd which wes the yerd part of the gerden you know
down with & camile to the toilet:. And it was just &8 bLasze and the hopest
truth it was & big dip. It wean't a bucket type which they hed at achool
which were horrible. Tou know though we were so poor as 1 say they used o
serub everything indoors to try aod keep things right.- The thought of these
toilets 1 remember them so vividly the smell of them and that . . » But this
toilet thet we used to have to use it wes just coversd mmd it was down & big
hole and they used to have rets down it but it was thet far down I shouldn't
have thought they could hive got to you but we used to be peirified of it

it jusi wesn't nice at all you know. And every now and ageain there was & man
called Mr Tipple he used to come along with lime and that and put it down there.
But thsai wms the most horriblest thing sbout being evwcusied o &ll of the London
children 1 think was the toilets. <1 mesn we just wesn't used to them, couldn't

accept them,

MAB And you used that outside toilet the whole time?




kAR Did you write 1o your parents straight swuy thnet you arrived at
xborough?

ki fes, wo did. Well, obviously it wouldn't have Leen on the Pridey
38% 50 we wrote on the Saturday. And there wus only the villege shop which
wors the post office and everything, it wus Just the omc shop, 86 you poeted
¥our letter there so time that wes tuken up ta the village 1 don't suppose
2% went till ondsy morming. 8o it would heve been Tussday from Friday

a3 me¢ sun said four davs Defore they Ensw where we wers. But yes, wo did
write struigni swey because we wented s lettler Back, didn’t w7 And we
used to love our letters, love tnem,

4B How did you mamege to pey for stamps?

ki Well, me mum used to send tnem, she used to send us Etanps. And when
I'd beon there u little wnile I used to Llow ths orgin for the chureh which
wigs dilary pleyed at and I used to get tnutya.fi\rr?:-:'urj Eix mopths = well
it used to be five snillings then - for blowing the orgen. And me mom used
to send us stumps and money so we memaged quite well. I don't know how she
used to sepd us what she did she wee always sending goodies to ua like that
You koow = a trest to keep us cheerful I suppose. ¥ell, I suppose writing

- the letters and . , . it was really ths only way that you could stay there

because you reslly were so homesick. And me brother really he used to cry
you hnow he winted to go hose wnd I'd just heve to try and console his,

And obviously me mum missed us so 1 suppose it wus wll o chornde really, and
she's making oui she's not missing us and ':. ﬁk.in,g out we're having & lovely
time till we £21]1 got back together egain.

MaB were you homesick us well?

L 1 was very homesici because 1 wae so feod of me mother 1 eoulde't bear
to be parted from her really. And when she was coming down that's why
everything had to be a joy because 1 knew that she couldn't look efter us.

bad Hea you he.rd .bout the Loadon blitz when you were in horfolk?

kil Not enouph to worry about becouse you kuow you DEVer saw anything thare.
Teu just went to school in the sunshine aud come home and went to bed.
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THE BLITZ

Hitler believed that if London wae heavily bombed, the neople who livec
there would Ierce The government to ask for peaca. On Septermbes 7tk Dac
the MESE Atfack on the Britisn civilian peopulation. known a= TET SLITZ

segan. lae Luftwaiie sporoached Londen from the east. Pilots wno wers
watching for ine Blisck, describe their rezcticns

reaking out of a laver of haze &

5
o
=

it, towering rank upon rank more 1-a mile gnd a kalf high

1
&nd covering 800 square miles, bBlotting out the glev liks garae va

irregistibie migratior

'Bombs thundered down on the docks at Rotherhithe, Limehouse, Millwall
‘ower Bridge, Gasworks erupted, A curtain of fire descended on sast London.
The people of the capite]l suffered nearly 2, 000 cgsualties,

The German radio announced: 'Dockland is burning. It is & guestion of
time. A few short weeks and the conflagration
will have reached its material end in
Eritain's collapee,

Blitzed families prepare to move to safety with as many of their
belongings as they could salvage.




On 26th December, a fire-gtorm rained down on London:

"One of the most spectacular fire blitzes of the war was launched on London
early last night. Incendiary bombs were showered by the hundred and scon
many streets were lit up 28 though it was bright moenlight,’

Bormbs fell on Birmingham, Coventry, Bristel and Southempton as well as
en Lendon. Despatches such as these from Hilde Marchant in the last days
of 1940, were reproduced in US newspapars;

‘Mr $mith, the warden., who has not slept for forty hours, and I went round
ameng the working folks of London yesterday.

Every few yards there was a deep hole in the even row of houses and
Mr Smith would say, 'It's old', The bricks had been stacked, the pavement
clearad. This bit of damage wag labelled September.

We went to the new damage - the warm, fleshy ruins of the night before,
that still yielded buried people. And one thing struck me.

Talking to the wardens, the bombed, the homeless, they all said:
‘Are they all right in Birmingham? Southampton must have had a bad time',

Mr Smith took me to a row of houses, but there was no shape sbout it
The road, the gardens, the roots of the houses had disappeared in & heap
of stone and wood,

We climbed about, and as we climbed there seemed to be a hellow beneath.
Mr Smith calleé more wardens and said:'Thie looks like a cellar. Anyone in it?

The wardens began to dig, and uncovered an Anderson that had been lying
under 8 housa, They dragged two girle out - alive,

They were [rightened and cellapsing. They'd been buried for eight hours:
thay had been through a shattering night, ...

......... I met Mrs T. Vick who has been bombed out twice, On Sunday night
she lost her daughter and her husband., She still stays in London.

Then there was Mrs Willows who dragged her neighbours out of their
srnached home. These people worked &ll night and vesterday they were finding
their pew homes.

My Smith joined the ARP force before the war, &nd had to take a lot &f
nasty remarks about dodging the army, When the war came and khakl broke
the svryday strast scene it got worse, He was either a comedien or a coward.
Until one day in Septermmber when he fell flat on his face in the road and was
coverad with bricke and duat,

'It's funnv how I've got used to the noise and the work., I've had no leeve since
it began, and the onlv thing that's strange and disturbing is these quieter nights
now, I can't aleep.’

....... The firsc incident he had to deal with was elaven people trapped inder
& house.

There were groans all night 25 we worked and [ held a man's hand thar was
clear. It took us nine hours to get him out and an hour later we got & Woman
out, but thev both died, The only thought is to work - to get them out alive.
to tear awayv avervthing that buries them. Your mind §huts out the horrore.
daesn't think avout the dsad - just about those who have the breath to groan



he rumber o people in the shelters was {87 &0 excess of the
accomodation

Cle men and women could be seen lying on the ground covered onlv with
g bit of darmp sacking, Manv had not even that. There must have been many
deatns irom exposure and consequent illnesses

At first lJarge numbers of blankets were gtolen while the owners were
EIE-E'I_I:‘Ji'.‘Ji utder them, It was diffigult to diseriminate betwvean the pET 0N who
had really lost a blenket in this way and the one who was trying to do a
wholesgale blanket business,. ....

veves . Drunkennesgwas rife in some shelters, and it was onk when Chief
chelter Wardens were empowered to eject unruly pecple that there was any
sleep for others in such places,

«sssvs During the big raid on the night of October 2nd, an oil bomb fell on
or cloge to the 'Hoyal’ public-house at the corner of Burdett Road and Mile
End Road. The building went up in flames and started to collapse.

Mr Sykes appeared....and said that three people he knew usually sheltersl
in the basement of the pub. With Warden A, W. Foster he at the greatest risk
entered the building, which was blazing., They.., crawled over the debris
and through smoke into the basement which they searched thoroughly until
they were sure there was no-one still there.

With great difficulty and denger they crawled out, and almost instantly
the whole bullding collapsed.

Many took
ghelter avery
night in tube
gtations durin
The Blitz,




Fropic had long feared the ourbreak of
j sccond world war. When, on Sepr-
mber 3. ||..-\._ peopie neard over [hOe
reless Lha* Brita:n Was &l War with
preparations had  ajreads
EN Made,
Cirv aurtharities had guistly  #5ii-
ared how many ra.l:r|n4:|.an:| coffing
pouid be needed when the bombe be.
an to (&l and batches of burial foreme
ere printed. Families living in cides
ad Been asked to allow their children
beevacvared 1o safer areas.
AR P ‘Air Raid Precautions' war-
fens were recruited and Sir John
dndcisun had ordered a garden sheleer
B be bsued fTee to families with incomes
felow £ a5 per vear, Termible memories
poison gas during Warld War One
ed prompred the ssue of a5 masks —
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CIVIL DEFENCE

35 -rul| on |:| Seprember |-m: Torcalm
the fears
WESE made T

mall ¢ --.l'i:”l:f. TR MEds
ook bwe Aickes "-J- P11,
Babies were 1o be completelr encloses
In axr-bighc Relmets, 1o whicn an ad uir
had 0 pemp filtered air. T.-r n:ianzr:
wak thag if the F...l—lr_'.ﬂ.: 5I|’.-':Il:li: for anv
rexson, the bhabv would suSocaie

All Lights were to be doused or
covered at night, and during the firse
month ol the black-out, people feli over
steps and kerbstones, or simply got lasy
Road accidenss doubled, After thiz,
dim street lights were permitted, but for
five vears pcnni: found their wayv at
night only by the dullest glimmer

IS

Two dave before was was declared
chiidren of senoal age, and mot
babies wers evacuaied from o
.‘n.'. air :;u:i_a IO t--1.'r IMImeCiare]
&f 0O EvAChess
wWETE 'll ren shocked by the '||:r|._¢'..|_.__ Gl
::il:hDr r!'l.:!:lr-n IS BNE 510INME. A Lhs
EVRCLESE Themaelves wete aften home-
Fick. Ay thers seemed 1o be TS GanT®r L
the aurumn of 1g3n. most of the frse
ayacuess woon went home. By Chrst-
mas onbv a quarter of the original 14
million were still awav. Many people
geccided thar evacuation was worse than
the risk of being bombed. and staved in
the cides during the air raids of 1440

TWO POSTERS ISSUED BY THE WAR MINISTRY




etk shelzar i

] T ke L A
cauld take sheler |,'::| reinferced base.
men udder their ihops, nffices or
factories, Teachers eauld lead their
clagses to the [arge shelters which had
been built for hools. Shoppers couid
take refuge with the staff of large stores,
or go (0 4 public shelter on a street
corner. There were signposts tnall town
centres directng people to places of
saferw

problem. Every evening, most of the
populzation left the working or school
communities and retumed to small
family groups at home. They had to be
prowecied there as well. In fact, it was
preferable co have millions of Families
sheltering separately than w  herd
hundreds of people into a large shelter
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There were long 1i3ts of regulations from tne government and ANNOUNE ST ENLE
ke this eppeared in the presy durine the fizst vear of war

Reviged rules for lights on vehicles have been fegued: -
Side lights! Light enust only show through &no opening two inches in diameter,
Ths openeing must be dimmed with two thicknessss of newspapar or
eguivalent. Reflectore must be blackened,,
The light illuminating the rear number plate must be completelv blacked our
Front and rear bumpers and the edpcs of car Tunning boarde rmust be pzinged
white,
More than twenty people were fined up to & at verious police courts vesterday
for 5hnw1ng & light during the bleck-out, or driving cars with ldghts thet dig
not confiorm to the regulations.
Hair-waving machines, vacuum cleaners znd typewriters are among =
ligr of poods which cannot be imported except by license.

Other articles in the list are silk snd artificial silk goode, soap. flowers.
motor-cars and clocke.

An export ban 18 put.on 500 articles. including cozl and coke, seversl
metels and chemicals and cotton and wool varns,

Mo one may export or import pigeons,

JUST TO REMIND YOU -

Warbling note on the girens [going up and down like a switchbeck) means
'Raid' warning, Take cover. Short blasts mean the same: =o deo short
whistle-blasts.

A long unchanging note means "All Clear

Hand Rattles meen 'Gas about. Put on your mask',

Hand bells ringing mean 'Cas danger over',

Special note: If the rattles have been sounded DON'T take off vour gag macek
UNTIL %ou hear the handbelle,
And if you leave your home te go te 2 shelter DON'T FORGET THE DOOR KEY,

And €ake vour gas mask with you EVERYWHERE, :

Pecple were urged to take precautions in leaflets igsued by the Home Secretary.
In Leaflet 15, you are encouraged to get & pump to put out fires:

-Incendiary bombe can be tackled, The best way i3 by stirrup pump with
3-{1 feet of hose and nozzles for both spray and jet. A powerful garden syringe,
similarly fitted, 1z the second Lbeast,

There is nothing to stop you organising now, Every street and every group
of ten to twelve houses should have at least one stirrup pump &nd & crew of three
to work it.

If you wish to erganise and save the country trouble, ¢lub together and

buy one if the cost is beyond your individual means.
This is your full aguipment: A stirrup purmnp,. two pails of water and
reserve in bath, bucket of sand, long-handled scoop, wet blankets.

Keep them on an upstairs floor,
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HE HOME GUARD

The way ministy told the people thet there was & danger of invasion be
Germany - irom the sea or the air, The Home Guard. the famous 'Ded's
Army' were set up in case German paratroopers landed in England, It
wae made up of pecple whe were too old or whe were unable to join the
army.

Cther measures that were taken sgainst the possibility of German
pargtroopere invading England were:
Fadio sets in ¢ars were taken out, and the carrving of portable sets was
ferbidden.
Any open ground which could be used for planss landing was dug with
trenches and covered with boulders or railway sleespers.
Milegtones and slgnposts in the country were taken down. Name plates
on telephone boxes were also removed,
Bicycles and motor-bikes had to be rendered unrideabls if they were laft
unattended for any length of time,

A Home Guard officer
with an american gun.
Mosgt of the Horme Guerd
were armned with guns
[rom the Firgt War, or
with pikes or pitchiorks
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Food - how to ERve L, grow it, make | go round - wae & subject thas
afisctec evervone, Alllanc wes utiiised either for prowing vegetables
or for grazing stock. All wasteland and golfcourses were dug up and

people were encouraged to keep allotments 1o help feed their Tamilies

The newepapers serred Carrying regular-articles from "Food Feporters
wio gave [1D§F oD oW b0 rmake the rafiions go round, $uch se thic

Dear Mre= Browrn.

Tou'll oe interestec in some things thet T heard vesterda: from M=
Fobert Boothby, who is Farliamentary Sacretary to the Ministrv of Food,
He emphasisec that thers fe still 8 way in which you can help & lot -
fill up any spare vard of vour garden or allotment with crops that can he

ftored, such as carrote, turnips and onions,

There is still time 1o 0w them, And if you have any surplus vepetables
when vour harvest comes along, the Food Ministry will be glad to sell them
for you.

Here are three other points for vou to bear in mind every day-

l. Take a basket when veu go shopping and save wrapping-up paper,

2. If you buy something enclosed in a bag or certon, take the Wrapper

back to the shop g0 it can be used again.

3, Remember not to give your dog household bread, It iz an offence to

4 this, end vou can be heavily fined,
Ch, by the way. If vou are one of the Yucky five million wha were granted
extra sugar to make jam from home-grown fruit, well, apply to vour local
food office for your permit at cnce.
Best Wishes
Tours sincerely,
Henneth Fips,

The Food Minister was called Lord Woelten. Thera was a special wartime
concoction called 'Woolton Pie’, and Lord Woolton published advice to the

public in & weekly newspaper bulletin called Food Facts. The following was
publizhed just before Christmas 1940:

1t ie the duty of all grewn-up people to do with legs milk this winter so that
children and nursing mothers cen be sure of getting as much as they need.

If you havn't already done so, ask your local Food (ffice about free or
cheap milk feg young echildren under the Mational Milk Schetme.

Catmeal, one of the finest foods for giving warmth and energy, isa
‘must’ for growing children. They will probebly like it &8 calcakes,

Encourage your children to eat baked potatoes, jacke: and all, The jacket
heg a delicicus sweet flavour and provides valuable roughage. The potato is
not only & 'protector’ but also an energy-giver,

Carrote, one of the most valuable of the root vegetahles, are an
important protective food. They are rich in Vitamin A which helps to guard
against winter ills, and are also good for teeth, bones and hlood,
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PRISONERS OF WAR

Here is one storv of @ Dritish Prisoner of War, publiche

- - - -
L. afnE RPpress

.

jatk Lymer married Hathlesn four vears ago, when ke was twentv-four and
n¢ wad ninetaen, Thev Bave 2 B2by deughter Buntv who is twe vears olé.
lack Lymer was & soldier in the Lanceshirs HisilieTs

Mre Lymer got news from the War Office. Her sushbeand wae “migsing,
believed killed', in Flandzsrs,

She had 1o cerry on for her child, She got & job in Colchester. Then she
recigved letter MNo. I irom Lance-Corporal Albert Perkinson, lLancashire
Fusiliers

(4]
-
t

Dear Nbhs Lymer - Heré is what I know aboutr yvour husband, On 22 Msyv our
company went into the {orward positions on the battle front near Chudensrde,
The enemy came over in 2 m&ss, like ants, under a big barrage of shells,
mortar bembs and machine-gunfire.

Men who were in the last war said it was the fiercest hombardment ever,
Jack was in charge of & section of ten men, about fifty yvards from us on our
right. Men were wiped out, right end left, and at last there were seventeen
men in our position 8gainst at least 600 of the enemy, The shelling was increasing
gc that you had to shout te the man next to you,

We were running short of ammunition, sol w ent back for some. As I was
about halfwaey I lecked back to see how Jeck's section was faring,

There were oaly sbout three left standing, Jack was one of them, When I
got back they# were still art it.

There was only one thing we could do - retire. We tried to lot Jack know,
but it wes hopeless with the din and bullets and shrapnel.

He was by now the only man left on his feet. He threw his jacket off and got
behind the Bren gun and carried on firing.

He cpuld have made a dash for it, and perhaps got away with it, But he
decided to fight to the last.

It seems to me he must have died - like a herao.

Yours Truly,
Albert Parkinson,
PS5 Don't be upset, Feel proud,

TELEGRAM: from Jack Lymer's mother at Birkenhead to Mre Jack Lymer,
Colchester: JACK ALIVE STOP FPRISONER IN GERMANY S5TOF HIS LETTER
FOLLOWS STOF LOVE MUM.

Letter No. 2 from Corporal Jack Lymer, German prison camp to Mrs Lymer;

My dearest Wife and Baby. = Just a few lines hoping they find you well and happy
as it leaves rme at present. I am very well, I have been a prizoner of war a
meonth, and to lock at e you would think I was on my holidays.

Well, My Dear, 1 hope you have got over yvour illness and that Bunty isa
good little girl to you, I do miss you both,
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I have been doing & kot of WOITYIng bout vou My Leve, because I kave seves
nzd & letter from vou teliing me how vou went on ver vour illness, I will 5z
pleased when this war ie over, =o that ! CER cdme Home to vou and Buntv.

My Dear, vou must not send me any parceals vet. Iwill let vou know whes
Vou ¢Bn Bend ine one, I 2moving 1o hear irom vou fmy love anc whern vou write
please make it a long one, My Dear.

Also I want vou to let me kaew if vou got that otner money I made yvou in me-
allowance, I tell vou whet vou can senc me, My love, and that ie a phets of
you and Buntv, A% vou know, My Desr, | heve nons.

My Love, T hope all are well at homie, and Ciss and Eill &re s1ill working.
2lso that Dad is etill kaving hie nightlv Ralf-pin:,

My Dear, when vou write to me 1 want Vou to write about nothing else but
vou, baby, Mum and the kids,

I don't know what te write about now, My Dear, only that I love vou and Bame
alsc and that [ mige vou both, Ok, My Dear, I do iove vou, I prav for vou
every night.

Well, My Love, I will come toa close. If'i= time for bed &nd I amtired
50 good night, and God bless you hoth.

Give my love to all at home and kise baby for me and tell her it is from her
Dad. Don't let her forget me.

[ know you won't forget me: and be & good girl end keep your chin up ane
wait far me;

Tlove you, My Dear. God bless Vo,

Your most true &nd loveng husband
Jack.

S R e e A alr it e e e ol e s v o e e ol o e e




WOMEN

By 1040, women were subject to compulsory call-up for military serwice,
wheras the Nazis, true to their code thet women should atick to Kirche,

Kiche , Kinder (Church, kitchen, childresn) refrained from putting womer
in the armed forces,

Above: Women auxiliaries being
drilled by & sergeant-major.

Right: Women operating an
anti-aircraft battery
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Jblhl 'i'HE WOM ENS
LAND ARMY

Women were also encouraged to work in factories. Here is a description
by Trevor Evans:

Most of them are young - some mere girls - but theis intengity and their
earnesiness, the cheerfulness with which they work long hours, their pride
in doing 2 job that counts, all mark them out, They are fighters.

Young Betty Wilkes, not yet twenty, works on aerial bamb components,
Her father and mother have been bombed out of their home and have gone to
live in the country,

Betty lodges five minutes away from her work. She, too has been blitzed, but
within an hour of being released from nospital she was back at the works
manager's office arranging to start on the night shift,

'I work from seven to six, one week on the day shift, cne week on the night.
“And I prefer night work; my output increases then because there are fewer
distractions. Except when there are raids, of couras, We have good shelters,
but we rarely knock off the job. We make beautiful bombs and we can do with
sorne help, '

Sunderland-born Vera Elliott is a good-looking blende whose hugband is
& lorry driver in the Army in the East, znd whosse three-year-old baby is
belng cared for by her mother in the norih-=2st,

She wes & nurse in York before she came to the Midlands seven yedTs ago,
Now she makes 'pockets'. These are the insides of the heavy tvres of heavy
lorries &nd airplanes.

'It gives me & kick to think that my hugband may be riding on tyres I helped to
make, ' she says.'l have not seen my baby for more than & vear, but I hope to
make the long journey home at Christmas, '

Nancy Smallwood, fermer variety artist, whose speciality was tap-dancing,
now makes gun-sights. Nancy is away from home thirteen hours 2 day,



PREJUDICE 8 PROPAGANDA

- -

"Hitler will be dropping bomsbe on 28 gll, Then he would trv &nd swim 1t
channel and invade us. If the splcdiere did not stop him, he would put mos:
oI uf into sausage machines to feec his troops’ .

"Most eoldiers heve faotksiexs abour what will happen to them if thev are
tiken prisoner, Oprimistic or fedrful according to tempergment,. and Nezi
propagands was esasily able ro use the demand for unconditiona]l surrende:
to work up their feers, Even early in the war & voung submariner might Se
teld that if captured by the Englisk he would have & swastika brandsd or 2i5
forenead.

The man who invented the slogan 'Britain Cen Take It', American repories
Quentin Reynolds filmed Chrigtmas Under Fire for the Ministrv of Infor=ztion
for release in the US. It was blatant propaganda:

The == are flashes of the film with BEevnolds' commentaries:

A gnarled old man ¢cuts voung firtrees in & plantation,

Christmas trees wouldn't fit into the shelters,,. It ie the first Christmas

that the day will be celebrated underground - because the stable in Bethlehem
was 8 shelter too.

There is & street of ruined shops with blasted mirrors and broken furniture,
tapoleon once said, contenpuously, that England was a nation of shopkeepers.
Today to be called a shopkeeper ig a badge of honour.

As his voice draws attention to the boye of the choir singing 'O Come All ve
Faithful' so the camers lights on the spiritual faces of the boys, it swings

&nd traces down an underground escalator and pans the upturned faces of

a sleeping crowd there,

And today England stands unbeaten, unconquered, unafraid...She worships
the Prince of Peace,

The film is entirely naturalistic. No part of it was posed - not even the closing
Tube scene in which, the choristers voices ringing round her, a shelter
mother gathers her fractious child te her breast,

Maybe just 28 snother mether did in another shelter nineteen hundren and
forty vears ago.

Mr Reynolde did not add that the Germans ebserved a truce at Christmas,
The British did not.

Un the following pages there are examples of War Posters - some merely
to ingpire a patriotic fervour, others to encourage certain types of behaviour
among the paople,
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POSSIEILITIES FOR FOLLOW-UF WORK AND DISCUSSION

1) AWAY FROM HOME

Evacustion
Many Schoole in L ondén wers evacustad during the war.
It miay e interesting to finc out what happened to ¢hildren in vour ares.
Were anv of vour relatives evacuated?
Have vou talked to thern about it 7

Being away from hotne
Being away {rom hime can be an exciting adventure or a lonely, mizerable
time., Many children sxperience it on various occasions, It may be
interesting to talk about, write, draw or act cut their experiences, Here
are some guesiions that may be useful:

Have vou ever been pway irom horme - on holiday, in bhospital, wisiting
friends or relations?

Dhd you enjov 107 Why? Was it exciting? MNew? If not, why?
Were vou lonely? Wae it too different?

What makes you feel better when you are homegick?
Have you ever moved house? Heve you moved to &8 new area, & new town
or country? What was it like ? How did people react to you?

How did you try to make yvour self fesl at home ? What was it like in a new
¢chool? How did vou make new friends?

2) ARE THINGS WHAT THEY SEEM?

Stereotyping and generalisations can often ceuse misunderstanding and
gross inaccuracies, eg: All frenchmen wear berets and striped shirts

All gpypsies are thieves

All Germanes are war-mongers - ite in their bloed,

The mediz often plev a large part in re-inforcing these images, So do
pictures, folk-lore, jokes and even schocl text-boolks.

It mey be interesting to exemine the contradictions in the play.
Eg. Jean's experience of what she is told about Germans and what ghe
actually finds out for herzeli,

There are other viceual image# which would be interesting to axplore:

eg, & tramp ; & punk ; 8 man in a bowler hat ; a man in & kilt ; & womean in
a sari ; a person in uniform ;

What do the children feel about people who look different? Where do they
Ect their information from? How do they react to them?
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Why do we sometimes rezce, for exampls, to the way neople speak’

eg. Southeérners ; Scot s ; Irish,

- to difierent relipious beliafe?

- to different foods (eg. éurry, spaghetti, chips, garlic)

- to rival football teams"

= to people who are different baczuse of physical or mental disableman: -

i prejudice arises from fear and ignorance, what cen we do to create &
better understanding of how thess fzars are caused”

3) THE MYTHS QOF WAR

John Rae, in the printed text of his radic broadczst, 'Children and the Mvths
of War' identifies the following three mvthe of war.

= ¥Viglence is not only justified but laudahle,;

= War is fun, a great game,

= Physical courzge is the finest virtue and moral courage, as shown by
the conscienticus chjector, for example, is m;mne[-1-]u-,il:|151

These statemeants provoke many questione, Hers are somé vou may find
ugeful. Not 2ll are relevent for dizcussion with children, Different questions
may be useful to you in different ways, For example, questions 3 and 4
might De borne in mind while watching the children participating in the

play; the children's responze to guestion 5 might be discovered through
digcuesion, while in order to discover whether or not thev consider war to
have rules (question 6), an improvisation situation might be set up.
Questions such as 11 and 14 are clearly for the consideration of adults,

Q1, Do children today feel that in war, violence is riot only justified but
landable ?

2. Do children believe that war itself is not intrinsically wrong?
Q3. Is killing right and proper so long as it is the enamy that is killed?

Q4, Can atrocities committed in the name of war be attributed to the
natural sadism of the enemy 7

Q5. Do childran '_nerr:li;t'n any relationship betwaen war games, comics,
{films etc, and the reality of war?

Q&. Does war have its rules like any other game? eg, vou can shoot the
enemy but you aren't gllowed to g&s them?T

Q7. Do children's games still rely heavily on war for their basis?
QB. Ig pacifism synonymous with cowardice?

{(cont,...)



the form of war is given official blessing”

Q12, Is ir poseible to separate different forms of killing, for exampls,
privete, in the form of murder and state -directed, in the form
of war®

215, Even in peace time, are children still being teught to think of war
&5 a nouble part of the human experience”

Q9. Is phvsical courege necessarily associated with viclence”
W10 Can violence be séen as a virtue without which strugglez cannot
he resalved”
Qll, Will it be poesible to stop juvenile viclence while adult viclence in
{l

14, If so, can adults make plans 1o ensure peace if the next gensration .
ig already learning to accept war '’ |
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Cuestione from the pictures ilisstrating 2spacts of the stary

PICTURE ONE: DAD AND GEOGE ARGUZ ABROUT GE CRCE'S DECISION
TO JOIN THE ARMY,
1) Why does George decide to g0 te wer © What do vou think sbous
iz decizsion”
2] What does Dad think about George's dacigion”
£ omne point of view 'better' than rthe othes T

[ —

3)

PICTURE TWO: DAD AND JEAN HAVE JUST ESCAPED THE BOME

THAT DESTROYS THEIR HOUSE,

1) Why does Dad decide to evacuste Jean after the house has besn hit B
& bomb? Do you think Dad was right® Why?

2] Why didn't he want to do it befors”

3) Why doesn't Jean want to go? What do vou feel about is”

PICTURE THREE: DAD VISITS JEAN AT MR GREEN'S HOUSE JT'S7T

BEFORE CHRISTMAS

1) Why didn’t Mr Green WENt to take Jean to lve with him =

2) Why doesn't Jean 'tell’ on Mr Green, or Mr Green 'tell' an Jean
when Dad vigite?

3) How do things change between Mr Greer and Jean after Dad's vigit?

4) Why do Dad and Jean faal awkward in frent of Mr Green at first?
How does the visit end?

PICTURE FOUR: THE EVACUEES SHELTER IN A SHED DURING AN AIR
RAID, THEY DISCOVER THE ESCAPED GERMAN SOLDIER,

1) Why doesan't the German soldier anower any guestions?

2] Should he be sent back to the prison camp?

3) Why did Mr Green do what he did? Was he right or wrong? Why?

4) Did you agree with Mr Green?

PICTURE FIVE: MR GREEN STOPS WILLI FROM ESCAFING
1) Did-you want to help Willi escape or not? Why?
2) Did Mr Green have to da what he did? Why ?

3) Did you agree with Mr Green? Do you still feal the same way ?




